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The President. Okay, good. Well, you're
not supposed to know then, if you don’t
know. [Laughter] And I'm not going to tell
you. No, I don’t—[laughter]—I don’t know
either. But find him and tell him the Com-
mander in Chief is incredibly proud of his
service. He's serving in historic times.

Okay, one more thing, yes.

Q. We haven’t heard from him in around
7 to 8 weeks, so were really concerned.

The President. Yes. Well, maybe you
ought to just give us his name. Give it
to that ugly-looking guy right there—
[laughter]—Todd. Yes, he’ll be fine.

I mean, look, for those of you who've
got a loved one in harm’s way, they’re serv-
ing in historic times. This world is chang-
ing. It’s changing because the United States
of America is leading. We're leading be-
cause of our own self-interest. We're lead-
ing because we've got a duty, and that’s
to secure the homeland. It’s a solemn duty
of protecting the American people. But
we're also leading because we love liberty.

We have no desire to occupy territory.
We’re not interested in conquering any-
body. We're interested in protecting our-
selves in the short run by finding these
people where they hide, disrupting their
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Good morning. America is the home to
the most dedicated, innovative, and decent
workers in the world. And thanks to their
effort and enterprise, America’s economy
is strong and growing stronger.

This past week we learned that we added
144,000 new jobs in August and nearly
60,000 more jobs in June and July than
previously estimated. Overall, we've added
about 1.7 million new jobs since last Au-
gust. And the unemployment rate has fallen
to 5.4 percent, nearly a full point below
the peak last summer and lower than the

plans, bringing them to justice. And we're
interested in securing ourselves in the long
run, because we know the power of liberty
can transform societies to be peaceful and
hopeful societies.

Your son, grandson—grandson—grand-
son is serving in historic times. Sometime—
I fully believe this—he’ll look back and say
to his grandkids, “You know, I had the
honor of serving America during this time
of transition, and the world is better for
what I did.”

God bless you all. Thanks for coming.
I appreciate it. On to victory. Thank you
all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:58 a.m. at
Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School.
In his remarks, he referred to Janet
Voinovich, wife of Senator Voinovich; Brian
D. Wilch, principal, Brecksville-Broadview
Heights High School; Mayor Glenn R. Good-
win of Broadview Heights, OH; Mayor Jerry
N. Hruby of Brecksville, OH; former profes-
sional baseball player Michael Hargrove;
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan;
and Todd Beyer, Special Assistant to the
President and Deputy Director of Advance.

average rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.
Our Nation is proud of all our workers,
and on this Labor Day weekend, we say
thank you.

The world is changing dramatically for
American workers. The global market is ex-
panding, creating new markets for our
goods and new competition for our people.
Workers are changing jobs more often, and
they need new skills to stay ahead. This
time of change can be a time of great op-
portunity for American workers, and Gov-
ernment must take their side.
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To create more jobs in America, we must
make sure that America remains the best
place in the world to do business. That
starts with encouraging investment and ex-
pansion by restraining Federal spending,
reducing regulation, and making tax relief
permanent. We also need to make America
less dependent on foreign sources of en-
ergy, to expand trade, and to level the play-
ing field for American goods and services
across the globe. And we must protect
workers and small-business owners from
the frivolous lawsuits that threaten jobs
across America.

Another drag on our economy is the Tax
Code, which is a complicated mess filled
with special interest loopholes and saddling
our people with more than 6 billion hours
of paperwork and headache every vyear.
American workers and their families de-
serve a simpler, fairer, progrowth system,
so I will lead a bipartisan effort to reform
and simplify the Federal Tax Code.

In this time of change, many workers
want to go back to school to learn new
or different skills, so we will double the
number of people served by our principal
job training program and increase funding
for our community colleges. We will change
outdated labor laws to make the workplace
more family-friendly and give workers more
control over their schedules through comp-
time and flex-time.

I also have a plan to create American
opportunity zones to help communities that
have lost manufacturing, textile, and other
jobs. In these areas we'll provide tax relief,
investment incentives, and regulatory relief

Remarks in Kirtland, Ohio
September 4, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Listen,
there’s nothing better than taking a Satur-
day bus ride with your family—/[laughter]—
especially in Ohio. Thanks for coming out
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specifically designed to attract new busi-
nesses and create new jobs. We will also
improve housing, job training, and edu-
cation in opportunity zones so these com-
munities in transition have all the resources
they need to succeed.

We'll also work to build an ownership
society in America. Our Nation is stronger
when more people own their homes, their
own health plans, and a piece of their re-
tirement. We will strengthen Social Secu-
rity by allowing younger workers to save
some of their taxes in a personal account,
a nest egg they can call their own and
Government can never take away.

With all these proposals, we’ll provide
American workers with a path to greater
opportunity, more freedom, and more con-
trol over their lives.

American workers built this country, and
they continue to build our prosperity today.
They have our gratitude and our con-
fidence. And all Americans have my best
wishes for a safe and enjoyable Labor Day
weekend.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:25 p.m.
on September 3 at the Crowne Plaza Five
Seasons Hotel in Cedar Rapids, IA, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 4. The
transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 3 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

today. It’s great to be in Lake County. I
appreciate so many people turning out. It
looks like Lake County and Ohio is Bush-
Cheney country.
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